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Speakers’ biographies 
 

Damira B. Akhatova is a research assistant at the Interethnic and Interfaith Relations Center, 

Public Administration Academy under the President of the Republic of Kazakhstan. Her research 

interests include ethnic relations, public policy regulating inter-ethnic relations and labor 

migration.  

Marsida Bandilli is currently enrolled as a PhD Student at the University of Antwerp, Belgium. 

She got awarded a full Erasmus Mundus Scholarship, financed by the European Commission. 

Her research interests include Europe2020 Strategy, European Integration, EU Policies and 

Interest Groups Perspective. She is also a trainee at the European Commission, starting October 

2014. She has been awarded a Summa Cum Laude (Golden Medal) from the University of 

Tirana, Albania. In addition, she held the Assistant Professor Position at the University of 

Tirana, Department of Political Science. 

Ewa Chylinski is currently based in Tbilisi, Georgia, as Regional Director for the European 

Centre for Minority Issues (ECMI) Caucasus Regional Office. As Regional Director since 2012 

in Georgia she is working on enhancing state capacity building in minority governance by 

providing expertise on designing and developing strategic approaches to minority inclusion, 

institution building and inter-governmental dialogue on minority issues and dialogue between 

minority organisations and government structures at central and local level to improve the 

consultative process between the state and minorities. As a trained linguist, she has brought the 

issue of language into the scope of ECMI research and action. Ms Chylinski is particularly 

engaged in the issue of ratification of the Council of Europe convention of the European Charter 

for Regional or Minority Languages (ECRML) among Council of Europe State parties, 

publishing analyses and guides for countries that are planning to ratify the ECRML. She is acting 

as an expert on the ECRML for the CoE. Her academic background and publications include 

Eastern Europe area studies and Middle East studies in her capacity of a former Assistant 

Professor and Researcher at the Institute of East-West Studies at the University of South Jutland, 

Denmark. She is occasionally teaching courses university courses and lecturing at other 

academic institutions in Europe and beyond.  

Boriss Cilevics was educated as a physicist in the Latvian university and until 1990 worked as s 

computer scientist. Mr. Cilevics founded first human rights groups in Latvia, became active as an 

NGO leader, researcher and commentator. His main fields of interest are ethnic conflict 

management, human/minority rights, democracy in multi-ethnic societies. Since 1998 he has 

been a member of Latvian Parliament, vice-chair of the Standing Committee on Human Rights. 

He is also a member of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe (PACE), chaired 

its Sub-Committee on Rights of Minorities and Sub-Committee on Election of Judges of the 

European Court of Human Rights. Mr. Cilevics is the author of forty research papers.   

Gabriela Cretu obtained her PhD degree in 2014 from the National University of Political 

Studies and Public Administration, Bucharest, and is currently enrolled as PhD candidate at the 

University of Graz. After graduating from the Department of Political and Administrative 

Studies of the University of Bucharest, she pursued three master programs: Master`s Degree  in 

Southeast European Studies at University of Athens, European Master in Politics and 

Administration at University of Bologna and Master in Public Policies at University of 



Bucharest. Results of Ms Cretu’s research were both presented at various academic events and 

published in peer-reviewed journals and edited volumes.  

Balázs Dobos obtained MA degrees in History and Political Science at the Eötvös Loránd 

University and a PhD in Political Science at the Corvinus University of Budapest. Since 2007, he 

has been working as a research associate at the Centre for Social Sciences of the Hungarian 

Academy of Sciences in Budapest. He teaches courses about 20th century political and social 

history, as well as courses on ethnic conflict and minority policies in East Central Europe at 

Corvinus. His research field mainly concerns the political and legal situation of the national and 

ethnic minorities living in Hungary.  

J. Fernando Galindo holds a PhD in rural sociology (University of Missouri-Columbia, USA), 

with postdoctoral studies in Education (University of Bath, UK). He is Professor of Sociology of 

Education at the Universidad Mayor de San Simón, Cochabamba, Bolivia and researcher on 

”Diversity and Interculturalism in higher education” at the Intercultural Bilingual Education 

Program (PROEIB-Andes). His research interests include knowledge systems, reflexivity in 

research, interculturalism and rural development, and higher education. He is coauthor of two 

books Interculturalism and rural development in Anzaldo, Bolivia. Between clientelism and 

peasant power (in Spanish), and Interculturalism in sustainable rural development. The Bolivian 

case (in Spanish).    

Carol Jean Gallo is a PhD student at Cambridge University in the Department of Politics and 

International Studies. Her research is on the disarmament, demobilization, and reintegration 

(DDR) program implemented in Congo under the World Bank and, in particular, on the ways in 

which the World Bank’s framing of DDR shaped and constrained the ability of Congolese 

implementing partners to bring their own knowledge to the process. In 2013 Ms Gallo spent six 

months as an intern with the Life & Peace Institute in Bukavu, eastern DRC, before spending a 

further three months pursuing qualitative interviews for her doctoral research.  

Elise Giuliano holds a PhD in Political Science from the University of Chicago. Ms. Giuliano is 

a political scientist at Columbia University and the Harriman Institute for Russian, Eurasian, and 

East European Studies. Her book - Constructing Grievance: Ethnic Nationalism in Russia’s 

Republics (Cornell University Press, 2011) - won the ENMISA Book Award of the International 

Studies Association in 2012. She has conducted field research in Tatarstan, Russia as a 

Fulbright-Hays scholar. She serves on the Advisory Board of the Association for the Study of 

Nationalities (ASN) and is a member of PONARS Eurasia. She has taught at Barnard College 

and the University of Miami and was a post-doctoral fellow at Harvard University, the 

University of Notre Dame, and Columbia University.   

Zhanylzhan Junussova is Professor in Political Science at the National School of Public Policy, 

Academy of Public Administration under the President in Kazakhstan.  

Her research interests include Political System of Kazakhstan, Post-Soviet and the East States, 

problems of modernization. She is the author of numerous publications including Political 

Modernization of the Republic of Kazakhstan: Experience and Problems.  

Anna Kirvas is a PhD Candidate at the CEU Doctoral School of Political Science, Public Policy 

and International Relations, Comparative Politics track. She received her M.A. in Political 

Science from San Diego State University. She has worked with the International Rescue 

Committee (USA) and UNHCR (Regional Representation for Central Europe). Her interests 

focus on the migration, racism, xenophobia, hate crimes, ethnic conflicts, refugees and provision 

of humanitarian assistance. 



 

David Matsaberidze holds an MA in Cultural Studies (2007), Iv.Javakishvili Tbilisi State 

University and an MA in Nationalism Studies (2008), Central European University. Between 

2008-2014 – AFP Returning Scholar, IHESP, Open Society Foundations. Since 2009 Dr. 

Matsaberidze has been Assistant Professor at the Department of International Relations, Faculty 

of Social and Political Sciences, Iv Javakishvili Tbilisi State University. He has published 12 

articles in the local and international journals and 2 books: Conflict in Tskhinvali Region (1989-

2008): Interaction of Georgian-South Ossetian Nationalisms, Lambert Academic Publishing, 

2010 (in English) and Conflict over Abkhazia – Interaction of Georgian-Abkhazian Nationalisms 

(The Role of Institutions and Institutional Actors in the Post-Soviet Developments: 1989-2010), 

Lambert Academic Publishing, 2011.  

András Morauszki is a junior research fellow at the Institute for Minority Studies of the 

Hungarian Academy of Sciences Centre for Social Sciences and PhD student at the Doctoral 

School of Sociology of the Eötvös Lóránd University in Budapest. He has an MA degree in 

Sociology from the Pázmány Péter Catholic University, Pilicsaba. His current research interests 

include minority organizations, social network analysis and the sociology of development. 

Cera Murtagh is a PhD Researcher in Politics and International Relations at the University of 

Edinburgh. Her research examines political parties in post-conflict societies, focusing 

particularly on those that seek to organize across national and ethnic communities, using 

Northern Ireland and Bosnia and Herzegovina as comparative case studies. Prior to commencing 

her PhD she worked as a political journalist in Scotland and a political researcher in the Scottish 

Parliament. Cera holds an MSc in International and European Politics at the University of 

Edinburgh and a BA in Political Science and Sociology and English at the National University of 

Ireland Galway.     

Oksana Myshlovska is a Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the Geneva Graduate Institute of 

International and Development Studies and a Lecturer and Academic Advisor at the School for 

International Training. Her current research focuses on transcultural and interdisciplinary 

reconceptualization of the nation and regions in Ukraine as well as the politics of memory and 

teaching of history. Her recent publications include “Deconstructing the Ukrainian Nation-State: 

Myths and Realities of the Ukrainian-Russian Encounter in Independent Ukraine”, in Eisenberg, 

Jaci and Davide Rodogno (eds.) Ideas and Identities (2014), “Bandera: memorialization and 

commemoration” (with Andre Liebich), forthcoming in Nationalities Papers in July 2014 and 

“Ukrainian History: Attitudes, Legacies, Memories” (with Andre Liebich) in Schmidt, Ulrich. 

Nation, Region and Beyond. An Interdisciplinary and Transcultural Reconceptualization of 

Ukraine (forthcoming). 

Alexander Osipov is a Senior Research Associate of the European Centre for Minority Issues 

(Flensburg, Germany) since September 2010. He is heading ECMI’s Justice & Governance 

Cluster. Previously he was involved in a series of research and human rights advocacy projects 

pertaining to some transnational minorities in the former Soviet Union and the issues of 

discrimination in the Russian Federation. Currently his research interests include ethnic and 

racial discrimination, non-territorial autonomy, and models of diversity policies. He is also doing 

research on post-communist transformation in Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova.  

 

 



 

Aigul K. Sadvokassova is the head of the Center for Interethnic and Interconfessional Studies 

the Central Asian region at the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the 

Republic of Kazakhstan. Ms Sadvokassova is also a chairman of the Scientific Expert Council of 

the Assembly of People of Kazakhstan. In 2008 she defended her doctoral thesis on 

"Sociological Analysis of Civil Service of the Republic of Kazakhstan " ( ENU , L. N. 

Gumilyov). Her research interests include the methodology of sociological research, governance, 

ethnic relations, migration and political sociology.  

Hilary Sanders holds a Master’s in Migrations and Interethnic Relations at Université de Paris 

Diderot and a PhD degree in Sociology from URMIS research laboratory at Université de Paris 

Diderot. She defended her doctoral thesis on pro-immigrant municipal policies in the United 

States in November 2013, and has published articles on diversity and anti-discrimination policies 

in France and the United States and on forms of urban citizenship among vulnerable immigrant 

groups.  

Mukhtarbek Shaikemelev is the head of the political science department at Kazakhstan 

Institute of Philosophy, Political sciences and Religion studies of the Ministry of Education and 

Science (KIPhPR). He is also Chair of the scientific expert group of the Almaty’s Assembly of 

People of Kazakhstan. He holds a Post Ph.D in Social Philosophy (Ethnical and identity issues) from 

KIPhPR, 2010. His research interests include national politics, inter-ethnicity relationships, 

political and virtual technologies. Dr. Shaikemelev is the author of more than sixteen scientific 

articles, co-author of ten monographies. 

Alexander Shulga is a Scientific Associate at the Institute of Sociology, National Academy of 

Sciences of Ukraine, based in Kiev, Ukraine. Apart from his theoretical work, Mr. Shulga takes 

part in numerous surveys, dedicated to various social issues, works as a consultant, manager and 

analyst. He is the founder of Research Centre “SPHERA”.  Since 2013, he hosts his own 

sociological talk-show “Society Ukraine”.  

Sherrill Stroschein is a Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in Politics in the Department of 

Political Science at University College London, and Director of the Master’s Program on 

Democracy and Comparative Politics. Previously she was an Academy Scholar at the Harvard 

Academy for International and Area Studies and an Assistant Professor at Ohio University. Her 

publications examine the politics of ethnicity in democracies with mixed ethnic or religious 

populations. In addition to journal articles, she has published Ethnic Struggle, Coexistence, and 

Democratization in Eastern Europe (Cambridge 2012), and the edited volume Governance in 

Ethnically Mixed Cities (Routledge 2007). She is associate editor of the journal Problems of 

Post-Communism and is also regularly involved in planning for the Association for the Study of 

Nationalities (ASN) annual conference. 

Svetluša Surova is lecturer/instructor at the Comenius University in Bratislava Faculty of 

Philosophy Department of Political Science. She received her doctorate in Political theory at the 

University of Matej Bell in Banska Bystrica Faculty of Political Science and International 

Relations Department of Political Science. Her recent publications include Ambitious goals of 

the new strategy: maintainging the status quo (Minority policy in Slovakia, July 2014), Case of 

the Tešedíškovo/Pered revealing limits of linguistic and participatory minority rights (Minority 

Policy in Slovakia in the Year 2013, February 2014), National minorities and the right to the 



selfgovernment- case of Serbia (Economic, political and legal issues of International Relations, 

Bratislava, 2012). Her current research interest includes minority rights and multiculturalism. 

Malkhaz Toria is an Assistant Professor at Ilia State University, Georgia. He received his PhD 

in history from Tbilisi State University in 2009. His research interests focus on historical 

discourse and collective memory, imperial legacies, ethnic minorities and regional conflicts in 

post-Soviet Georgia. He was a visiting researcher at the Central European University in 2009 in 

Budapest, a DAAD Visiting Researcher at Zentrum für Literatur-und Kulturforschung in Berlin 

in 2010, a Fulbright Scholar at The New School, New York, in 2011, a visiting scholar at The 

Harriman Institute, Columbia University, in 2013, a Carnegie Fellow at UC Berkeley in 2013, 

and OSF visiting scholar at the Mount Holyoke College, Massachusetts, US in 2014.  

Peter Vermeersch is professor of politics at the University of Leuven in Belgium (KU Leuven), 

where he is affiliated with LINES (Leuven Institute for International and European Studies) and 

the Centre for Research on Peace and Development. Previously, he was a visiting scholar at the 

Minda de Gunzburg Center for European Studies, Harvard University. He has published several 

books (among others The Romani Movement: Minority Politics and Ethnic Mobilization in 

Contemporary Central Europe, New York, Oxford: Berghahn, 2006) and his academic work has 

furthermore appeared in a wide range of journals, including The European Journal of Sociology, 

Europe-Asia Studies, Ethnic and Racial Studies, Communist and Post-Communist Studies, The 

Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies, and East European Politics and Societies. He is an 

associate editor of Nationalities Papers: The Journal of Nationalism and Ethnicity and serves as a 

member of the board of directors of the Association for the Study of Nationalities. 

Vladislava Vladimirova, PhD, is a senior lecturer at the Centre for Russian and Eurasian 

Studies and the Department of Cultural Anthropology and Ethnology at Uppsala University. She 

has been involved in anthropological research among different indigenous people in the North of 

Russia on topics like ethnicity and indigenism, citizenship and special rights for indigenous 

people, economic transformations in the postsoviet North, natural resource use and climate 

change, and moral anthropology. She is the author of the book Just Labour: Labour Ethic in a 

NW Russian Reindeer Herding Community, Uppsala University Press (2006). 

Aleksandra Zdeb is a Ph.D candidate at the Faculty of International and Political Studies and a 

participant in the Interdisciplinary Ph.D. Studies, both at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, 

Poland. Her project is focused on strategies of ethnic conflict management in Bosnia and 

Herzegovina and recently, she has been granted the pre-doctoral research grant financed by the 

Polish National Science Centre and works on power-sharing in Mostar and Brčko.   

Alua S. Zholdybalina is Associate Professor at the Department of Political Science, Eurasian 

National University named by L.N.Gumilyov. She is also an expert of Research Institute "Public 

Opinion" and a member of an editorial board of the magazine «International researches. Society, 

Politics. Economy» (Institute of Social-Political Researches). Ms Zholdybalina is the author of 

more than 35 publications.  


